
Street Treasures: Abandoned Dogs in Chile 

Kim Daughetee – Eleanor Roosevelt Middle School, Dubuque, Iowa 

Grade Level (Req.): 6th-8th grade Content Area (Req.): Social 
Studies 

Unit (Opt.):   

Connections to Other Disciplines (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   

Time Frame (Req.): 2 or 3 class periods 
 

Goal (Req.): To understand that stray dogs are not the 
problem – irresponsible owners are. The problems include 
letting pets roam free or simply abandoning them. In the 
U.S. 95% of the dogs have owners, compared to only 5% in 
developing countries. 
 
Objective (Req.): Students will understand the various 
implications of stray animals in their communities as well as 
other communities, and the need for responsible pet 
ownership. Students will become more aware of the crisis of 
conscience in our society, as well as globally; it is imperative 
that we reawaken compassion, and not overlook suffering. 

Materials Needed (Req.): 
• PowerPoint photo presentation 
• Video clip trailer of “Lost Dogs” 

(http://www.uni.edu/gai/Chile/Lesson 
Plans/Daughetee/Dogs/Lost_Dogs_Film_Trailer_(Teaser)
.avi) 

• www.lostdogsfilm.org/press/pdf/streetdog/pdf 
• Additional resources from web site include: “Slum Dogs 

by the Millions” (www.21paradigm.com/heroDog.php); 
Chaiten documentary of abandoned dogs 
(www.humanesociety.org, 
www.lostdogsfilm.org/press/pdf/LOD.pdf); Article on 
Bend, Oregon filmmaker Vanessa Schulz’s Chilean 
experience (davidlansing.com/?p=1435); “Strays of 
Santiago” amusing article of writers’ experience with 
stray dogs (http://operativosecopolis.blogspot.com 
*Note: article written in Spanish); Local animal welfare 
organization that sterilizes pets 
(www.huffingtonpost.com/ann-murray/chilean-animals-
need-help_b_490274.html); “Hero Dog Tries to Help 
Mortally Wounded Dog” video clip; March 8, 2010 
article, “Chilean animals need help too” 

•   
•   
•   

New Vocabulary (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Anticipatory Set/Introduction [Inquiry Question is required] (Req.): Why should I be interested in stray 
dogs in Chile? What are the global implications for raising awareness of helping unwanted and/or 
abandoned animals after a disaster? How do we educate the Chilean people, and others, and desensitize 
communities to the plight of unwanted and abandoned animals? 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Instructional Sequence/Procedure (Req.):  

1. Introduce students to the issues of unwanted or abandoned animals by reading the issue 
paragraph. Issues: The philosophies of pet ownership in Chile make caring for dogs complicated. 
Central issues surrounding the plight of unwanted dogs in Chile include financial (there is often 
not enough money to feed and care for the animals, and houses and spaces are small), cultural 
(animals don’t belong on the same level as human beings, and should never be in the house – 
and they should not be treated as friendly pets – their job is to guard the house and/or catch 
rodents), and the catholic religious aspect of not spaying/neutering. Most Chilean people still 
consider stray dogs as pests, reflected in a law that would allow gathering them and eliminating 
them, rather than spending the money to spay, neuter, and educate people through campaigns 
on responsible ownership. In addition, environmental disasters, like Hurricane Katrina in August 
2005, the May 2, 2008 eruption of Volcan Chaiten in southern Chile, or the Chile earthquake on 
February 28, 2010, have global implications. Simply, it’s not appropriate to evacuate the people 
and abandon the animals. When we talk about help for animals after a catastrophe, we owe 
them. 

2. Discuss the inquiry questions and gather student responses. 
3. Show PowerPoint of pictures of dogs from various places and situations. 
4. View video and browse the websites to further illustrate examples of abandonment, people 

helping, and ways in which our attitudes reflect our views. 
5. Enrichment/Adaptations/Modifications/Differentiated Curriculum: A) Investigate other forms of 

animal neglect and/or solutions to the problems. B) Have guest speakers from local agencies 
speak to students about what issues pertain to your local community. C) Where, and when 
possible, visit a local farm, zoo, veterinary clinic, or other community based location where 
students can explore the care and raising of animals. 

6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   
13.   
14.   
15.   
16.   
17.   
18.   
19.   
20.   

Formative Evaluation (Req.): Discussion 
 
 

Assessment (Req.): Have students 
research local humane societies to 
gather information on their 
philosophy as it relates to helping 
animals in need, and offering 
community education. Have 
students collect, map, and categorize 
newspaper or other stories 
concerning environmental problems 
(e.g. flooding, earthquakes), as they 
relate to helping animals in need. 



Iowa Core Curriculum Standards Used (Req.): 
• Behavioral Sciences, grade 6-8: Understand the changing nature of society. 
• Behavioral Sciences, grade 6-8: Understand the influences on individual and group behavior and 

group decision making. 
• Geography, grade 6-8: Understand how geographic and human characteristics create culture 

and define regions. 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Common Core Curriculum Standards Used (Opt.): 
• Speaking and Listening, grade 6-12: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups and teacher-led) with diverse partners on specific grade level topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

•   
•   
•   
•   

NGS Standards Used (Req.): 
• How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions 
• How physical systems affect human systems 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Five Themes of Geography Used (Req.): 
• Place 
• Human-Environmental Interaction 
•   
•   
•   

School District Standards and 
Benchmarks (Opt.): 

•   
•   
•   

21st Century Universal Constructs (Opt.): Collaboration, Productivity and Accountability 

Other Disciplinary Standards (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Other Essential Information (Opt.): Special Education Teacher 
 



 

 

 

Other Resources (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   



Street Treasures: Abandoned Dogs in 
Chile 



Historically, Chileans owned dogs as status. 

“Designer Breeds” 



Dogs typically are used for 
protection, and kept outside of 

the home. 



A rare sight. 



Our house pet, Sophie. 



Sightings of dogs far too common….. 



 













And truly the saddest sight of all….. 



• Kim Daughetee 
• Special Education Teacher 
• Eleanor Roosevelt Middle School 
• Dubuque, Iowa 

 
• Special thanks to the Fulbright Hays Teacher Abroad Program for 

funding, Chile, Summer, 2009 
• Acknowledgement of gratitude also to Drs. Alex Oberle and Kay 

Weller 
• Geographic Alliance of Iowa, University of Northern Iowa 
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