Unfavorable Human Settlements

Goal: Students will identify why some cities were placed in a bad position unknowingly and the geographical risks that arose.

Objective: Students will utilize Google Earth to identify human settlements with unfavorable geographical perspectives.

Materials Needed
1. Phone or computer for Google Maps/Google Earth
2. Projector to display maps for presentation

Inquiry Question
What could be the dangers of human settlements that are geographically vulnerable to weather and other natural phenomena?

Instructional Sequence:
1. Day 1
a. Class discussion on how geography can impact human settlements. Rivers, valleys, coastlines, bays, etc. Show students how geography may have initially impacted development of urban centers, and also show how humans interact with their environment to change and shape geographic features which contribute to the growth of cities.
b. Go over the details of the assignment, put people into groups, and assign them to a city.
c. Instructor should provide an example presentation before having students start the assignment.

2. Day 2
a. Student groups will find their assigned city in Google Earth and examine the nearby geographic features. They will then speculate on why humans may have initially chosen to settle there and the underlying negatives of living in the area. Students will write down their initial ideas about the underlying risks, and then conduct online research to determine whether or not they were correct.
b. Students must prepare their findings in a PowerPoint presentation.

3. Day 3
a. Students will present to the rest of the class their findings.

Geography Standard 12: The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

Formative Evaluation:
There will be several checkpoints for students so that the instructor and student are assured that everything will be going smoothly.
1. Students will show their hypothesis to the teacher after finishing it
2. Students will present their teacher with their basic findings after conducting research
3. Students will briefly show their presentation to the teacher before presenting to the class

Assessment
Students will be graded upon their information regarding the geographic hardships of an area's past and future possible risks, an understanding of Google Earth and a professional PowerPoint presentation.
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