
China’s One Child Policy Debate 

Carrie Kauffman: Decorah High School 

Grade Level (Req.):  10 Content Area (Req.): World 
History 

Unit (Opt.): Governments  

Connections to Other Disciplines (Opt.): 
•  Political Science/Government Classes 
•   
•   

Time Frame (Req.):  3 Days 
(more or less depending on the 
students, the class setting and 
teacher preference)  
 

Goal (Req.): Students will analyze primary documents in groups, use 
the internet for research, and partake in a formal debate on the 
subject of China’s one-child policy. 
 
Objective (Req.):  Students will analyze China’s one-child policy, 
determine the pros and cons and then take part in a structured 
debate about whether or not they believe it was an effective 
solution to China’s population problem or if it is a violation of 
Chinese citizen’s human rights. 

Materials Needed (Req.): 
• Debate Lesson Instruction Sheet  
• Background information essay 
• Primary document packet & questions 
• Document analysis sheet (pro/con chart) 
• Debate format sheet 
• Access to computers/interent resources 
•  Notecards if desired 

New Vocabulary (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Anticipatory Set/Introduction [Inquiry Question is required] (Req.): This lesson would come after the 
students have learned about China’s transition into communism, the Great Leap Forward, the cultural 
revolution and their current economy. They would have studied the period leading up to the 
implementation of the one-child policy so they understand why it came about and can use that 
knowledge in determining the impact and efficacy of the one-child law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructional Sequence/Procedure (Req.):  

1.  For homework the night before you start the activity, have the students read the background 
essay document to prepare them for the next few days. They don’t need to  do anything but 
read it, they will use the information in the bellringer at the start of class on DAY 1 of the activity 

2. Bellringer: What happened in China that led to the creation of China’s one-child policy (have 
students jot down in their notebooks what they remember from previous readings and the 
homework reading assignment) - 5 minutes 

3. As a class, discuss what the students recall about China’s conversion to communism, the Great 
Leap Forward, the population boom and the need to curtail that growth – 5 minutes  

4. Pass out the primary document packets to the students and have them get in six different 
groups – 2 minutes  

5. Each group should look over one of the six documents and answer the questions that 
accompany that document – they all relate to the impact and efficacy of China’s one-child policy 
and have some sort of bias on the issue. The questions ask the students to analyze their 
document to discover its bias and the main message  – 15 minutes 



6. The group should answer the questions associated with their document, then aswer the two 
questions on the top of the pro/con analysis sheet as it pertains to their document. 

7. Next, have the students rearrange into groups where there is at least one person representing 
each document per group. Have each student share their document information with the new 
group, the students should filter the information into either the pro or con column on their 
worksheet – this will help them classify arugments for when they start the debate portion of 
theis lesson – 15-20 minutes 

8. Have a brief all-class discussion classifying the major arguments on either side of the issue 
(optional) 5 minutes 

9. Once that is complete, have the students find a partner and then a set of partners, this will be 
their group for the debate  - 2 minutes, END OF DAY ONE 

10. DAY TWO – have students get with their debate groups right away and pick their sides (2-5 
minutes) 

11. The students should spend the class period researching their point of view. The documents from 
the day before are a good places to start but they should expand on the ideas and find outside 
resources – they should keep track of the sources they use and create a bibliography to turn in 
at the end of the assignment 

12.  The students have a debate format document they should fill out during this time, which asks 
them to classify their arguments and anticipate the arguments of their opponents to come up 
with an effective rebuttal 

13.  By the end of DAY TWO, the students should have their debate format document filled out and 
the speaking roles assigned for the next day’s debate 

14. DAY THREE – give students 5 minutes to meet with their debate partner/group to get ready for 
their debate 

15. Have the students groups take truns presenting the information they have compiled in the 
proper debate format 

16. OPTIONS/ACCOMMODATIONS 
17. If you want to diversify the kind of information students will present in class, have them pick a 

particular aspect of the one-child policy they want to focus on (economic, social, environmental 
impacts, etc.) 

18. For students who do not like to speak in front of a class, you may give them the option to 
present before or after class or record their debate and submit it video style 

19. If a student is absent during the work days, you may give them the option of researching like the 
class did and then producing a paper (1-2 pages) that presents either a pro or con point of view 
of the one child-policy   

20.   
Formative Evaluation (Req.):  class discussion, 
observation of group work, pro/con analysis 
worksheet, debate format worksheet 
 
 

Assessment (Req.):  Participation in debate and 
final score sheet for the debate 

Iowa Core Curriculum Standards Used (Req.): 
• SS.9-12 G.7.3 – Understand how cultural factors influce the design of human communities – 

Understand people create places that reflect culture, human needs, government policy and 
current values and ideals as they design and build places 

• SS.9-12 H.2. 2 – Understand how and why people create, maintain, or change systems of power, 
authority and governance – Understand different political systems from historical periods  

•  SS.9-12 H2.3 – Understand from a historical perspective the purpose and effects of treaties, 
alliances and international organizations that characterize today’s interconnected world 

•  SS.9-12 PSCL.7 – Understand how various political systems throughout the world define the 
rights and responsibilities of the individual 

•   
•   



 

•   
•   
•   
•   

Common Core Curriculum Standards Used (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

NGS Standards Used (Req.): 
•  WST  2 – How to usemental maps to organize information about people, places, and 

environments in a special context 
• HS 12 – The processes, patterns and functions of human settlement 
• HS 12 – How the foces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and 

control of Earth’s surface 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Five Themes of Geography Used (Req.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

School District Standards and Benchmarks (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   

21st Century Universal Constructs (Opt.):   

Other Disciplinary Standards (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Other Essential Information (Opt.):       
 
Other Resources (Opt.): 

•   
•   
•   
•   



















One-Child Policy Debate 
Essential Idea: Evaluate China’s one-child policy. Does the policy effectively create the 

intended outcome or do its consequences outweigh the perceived benefits? 

Introduction: 
Over the next few days, you will be working in groups to research and discuss China’s One-
Child Policy. You will be given some primary documents to start but will also be responsible for 
researching on your own and pulling in outside resources.  
 
What will happen: 

1. Read the Background Information Essay for homework 
2. Read and analyze primary documents in class 
3. Sort arguments for and against China’s One-Child Policy 
4. Work with a partner/group to present a structured debate over the essential idea listed 

above 
 
What will be produced: 

1. EACH STUDENT will turn in a set of answers to their primary document questions 
2. EACH STUDENT will turn in the debate outline form 
3. EACH SET OF PARTNERS will turn in a bibliography  

 
How you will be graded: 
 
Primary document analysis questions: completed & information shared 
 

______/7 
 

Debate outline: completed 
 

_____/10 
 

Debate Presentation: organized, thoughtful, used evidence and examples instead of just anecdotes 
 
 
 

_____/20 
 

Use of work time: group was on task, used time efficiently to create strong argument 
 

_____/5 
 
Bibliography turned in: completed on time, in MLA format 

_____/3 
 
 

Total:        ______/35 



Debate Format Document 
Name(s):_____________________ 

 
CONTENT 
 
What is your topic? 
 
What is your stance on the topic? 
 
 
What are your three (or more) main points that you will use to structure your argument? 
List and explain them below. 
 

1. ___ 
 
 
 

2. ___ 
 
 
 

3. ___ 
 
 
What are some possible arguments your opponents will use? 
 

1. __ 
 

2. __ 
 

3. __ 
 
How would you counter (respond to) the arguments listed above? 
 

1. _ 
 
 
 

2. _ 
 
 
 

3. _ 
 
 



STRUCTURE 
 
Each team will be responsible for presenting each of the following parts, alternating between 
the two groups, the groups will switch order after the break (the team that started will now 
go second, the second will go first) 
 
Introduction: 

• A good introduction that gets the audience’s attention and interest in the topic 
• Clearly states position 
• Clearly outlines the arguments to support position 
• Concludes effectively 

 
Argument Construction: 

• Get the audience’s attention 
• Clearly state your arguments  

o Support those arguments with reason and evidence 
o Give the audience good detail and convincing evidence to support your 

argument 
• Anticipate any negative arguments/attacks that will come from the other group 

 
3-5 MINUTE BREAK TO ASSEMBLE REBUTTAL 
 
Rebuttal Speeches: this will be assembled mostly over the quick break, students should have 

anticipated some of the arguments and have some information/responses ready to go 
• Rebuild your case 
• Summarize how your position is superior and how the other team did not effectively 

prove their point 
• Conclude effectively 

 
Conclusion: 

• Summarize argument 
• Restate points 
• Convince the audience of the superiority of your argument 
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