China’s One Child Policy Debate

Carrie Kauffman: Decorah High School

Grade Level (Req.): 10 Content Area (Req.): World Unit (Opt.): Governments
History

Connections to Other Disciplines (Opt.):
e  Political Science/Government Classes
[ )

Time Frame (Req.): 3 Days Goal (Req.): Students will analyze primary documents in groups, use
(more or less depending on the the internet for research, and partake in a formal debate on the
students, the class setting and subject of China’s one-child policy.

teacher preference)

Objective (Req.): Students will analyze China’s one-child policy,
determine the pros and cons and then take part in a structured
debate about whether or not they believe it was an effective
solution to China’s population problem or if it is a violation of
Chinese citizen’s human rights.

Materials Needed (Req.): New Vocabulary (Opt.):

e Debate Lesson Instruction Sheet .

e Background information essay .

e Primary document packet & questions °

e Document analysis sheet (pro/con chart) .

e Debate format sheet °

e Access to computers/interent resources

e  Notecards if desired

Anticipatory Set/Introduction [Inquiry Question is required] (Req.): This lesson would come after the
students have learned about China’s transition into communism, the Great Leap Forward, the cultural
revolution and their current economy. They would have studied the period leading up to the
implementation of the one-child policy so they understand why it came about and can use that
knowledge in determining the impact and efficacy of the one-child law.

Instructional Sequence/Procedure (Req.):

1. For homework the night before you start the activity, have the students read the background
essay document to prepare them for the next few days. They don’t need to do anything but
read it, they will use the information in the bellringer at the start of class on DAY 1 of the activity

2. Bellringer: What happened in China that led to the creation of China’s one-child policy (have
students jot down in their notebooks what they remember from previous readings and the
homework reading assignment) - 5 minutes

3. As aclass, discuss what the students recall about China’s conversion to communism, the Great
Leap Forward, the population boom and the need to curtail that growth — 5 minutes

4. Pass out the primary document packets to the students and have them get in six different
groups — 2 minutes

5. Each group should look over one of the six documents and answer the questions that
accompany that document — they all relate to the impact and efficacy of China’s one-child policy
and have some sort of bias on the issue. The questions ask the students to analyze their
document to discover its bias and the main message — 15 minutes




6. The group should answer the questions associated with their document, then aswer the two
questions on the top of the pro/con analysis sheet as it pertains to their document.

7. Next, have the students rearrange into groups where there is at least one person representing
each document per group. Have each student share their document information with the new
group, the students should filter the information into either the pro or con column on their
worksheet — this will help them classify arugments for when they start the debate portion of
theis lesson — 15-20 minutes

8. Have a brief all-class discussion classifying the major arguments on either side of the issue
(optional) 5 minutes

9. Once that is complete, have the students find a partner and then a set of partners, this will be
their group for the debate - 2 minutes, END OF DAY ONE

10. DAY TWO - have students get with their debate groups right away and pick their sides (2-5
minutes)

11. The students should spend the class period researching their point of view. The documents from
the day before are a good places to start but they should expand on the ideas and find outside
resources — they should keep track of the sources they use and create a bibliography to turn in
at the end of the assignment

12. The students have a debate format document they should fill out during this time, which asks
them to classify their arguments and anticipate the arguments of their opponents to come up
with an effective rebuttal

13. By the end of DAY TWO, the students should have their debate format document filled out and
the speaking roles assigned for the next day’s debate

14. DAY THREE — give students 5 minutes to meet with their debate partner/group to get ready for
their debate

15. Have the students groups take truns presenting the information they have compiled in the
proper debate format

16. OPTIONS/ACCOMMODATIONS

17. If you want to diversify the kind of information students will present in class, have them pick a
particular aspect of the one-child policy they want to focus on (economic, social, environmental
impacts, etc.)

18. For students who do not like to speak in front of a class, you may give them the option to
present before or after class or record their debate and submit it video style

19. If a student is absent during the work days, you may give them the option of researching like the
class did and then producing a paper (1-2 pages) that presents either a pro or con point of view
of the one child-policy

20.

Formative Evaluation (Req.): class discussion, Assessment (Req.): Participation in debate and
observation of group work, pro/con analysis final score sheet for the debate

worksheet, debate format worksheet

lowa Core Curriculum Standards Used (Req.):

SS.9-12 G.7.3 — Understand how cultural factors influce the design of human communities —
Understand people create places that reflect culture, human needs, government policy and
current values and ideals as they design and build places

SS.9-12 H.2. 2 — Understand how and why people create, maintain, or change systems of power,
authority and governance — Understand different political systems from historical periods
§S.9-12 H2.3 — Understand from a historical perspective the purpose and effects of treaties,
alliances and international organizations that characterize today’s interconnected world

§S.9-12 PSCL.7 — Understand how various political systems throughout the world define the
rights and responsibilities of the individual




Common Core Curriculum Standards Used (Opt.):

NGS Standards Used (Req.):

WST 2 — How to usemental maps to organize information about people, places, and
environments in a special context

HS 12 — The processes, patterns and functions of human settlement

HS 12 — How the foces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and
control of Earth’s surface

Five Themes of Geography Used (Req.): School District Standards and Benchmarks (Opt.):

21°* Century Universal Constructs (Opt.):

Other Disciplinary Standards (Opt.):

Other Essential Information (Opt.):

Other Resources (Opt.):




‘Background Essay

China's Cne-Child Pollcy Minl-Q

China’s One-Child Policy: Was It a Good Idea?

In 1949, after a civil war that had lasted more
than 20 years, Mao Zedong and his Communist
revolutionaries won control of China. Mao’s
revolution was based on the communist ideal of
a classless society in which workers control the
government,

At this time, China was a poor country, hav-
ing slogged through years of war, disease, and
natural disaster. Its population was the largest in
the world and growing, How would China feed
and clothe all of its peo- =
ple? Against the recom-
mendations of some of his
advisors, Chairman Mao
called for couples to have
cven more babies, “Of all
things in the world,” said
Mao, “people are the most
precious.” More people,
Mao thought, would mean
more warkers, and more
workers would mean a
sironger China. Birth con-
trof was discouraged.

Orne of Mao’s carly
goals was to catch up
cconomically with richer
countries Like the United
States. To this end, people
across the country were
forced to abandon farming

have only a few. Maiching behind this banner,
China cut its fertility rate in half between 1970
and 1979. But even then, Communist Party
officials feared that China’s population, now
close to one billion, was growing tco fast. Their
solution was a government program called the
one-child policy.

In general terms, China's one-child policy
limits Chinese couples to one child each. How-
ever, there are exceptions. First, the one-child

% -7 limitation only applies to
Han Chinese, an ethnic-
ity that makes up about 90
percent of the population.
It does not apply to minor-
ity ethnic groups, who
are permitted two or even
three children. Second, the
policy has not remained
absolutely fixed. The Parly
has begun to worry that
there will soon be more
old people than young
people in China, This pos-
sibility has convinced the
Communist Party to allow
urban residents who are
single children themselves
to have two kids. Also,
the one-child policy has
not been evenly enforced.

and help create an indus-
trial China. This movement, called The Great
Leap Forward, included a program to build
backyard furnaces for making steel, But with
too many furnaces replacing farms, China faced
food shortages. A devastating faminc killed an
estimated 30 million people.

As a result of this disaster, Mao changed
his mind about population and birth control and
in the late 1960s introduced the slogan “Late,
Long and Few.” The idea was for couples {o
marry late, wait a long time before having
children, and then, when they did have kids,

©2012 The BBQ Froject

In some places couples
who have broken the one-child policy have had
{o pay large fines, or been punished with forced
sterilization and abortions. In other places,
couples covered by the policy have two or even
three children without paying any penalties.

The one-child policy has its supporters and
its opponents. On which side do you stand? This
Mini-Q contains six documents. The documents
can not tell the whole story, but they do provide
an introduction. Read the documents and an-
swer the question before us — China’s one-child
policy: Was it a good idea?

499
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China's Ona-Child Policy Mini-Q

Document A

Source: Population Division of the Department of Economics and Soclal Affalrs, Unlted Nations,
World Populalion Prospacts: The 2010 Revision.

China's Population
Past - 2010 estimates based on United Nation's projections.
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Document Analysis

{. The population of the United States in 2010 was a little under 300 miilion. In that same year, what
was the population of China?

2. In what year and at what number is China's population expected to peak?

3. Between 1960 and 1980, a growing number of Chinese planners became worried about population
growth. How docs this document explain their concem?

4, Does this document support the claim that China’s one-child policy is working? Explain.

5. How might the numbers in this document worry Chinese leaders today?

©3012 The DB Project This page may be reproduced for classroom use v



China's One-Chiid Pelicy Minl-Q

Document B

Sourca: Feng Wang and Cal Yong, “China’s One Chiid Policy al 30,” Brookings, Seplember 24, 2010-

Even before its inception, the one child policy was questioned for its necessity and
its enormous social costs. At the time of the policy’s announcement [in 1980], China
had already achieved a remarkable fertility reduction, halving the number of children
per woman from 5.8 in 1970 to 2. 7 in 1979, The one chiid policy, critics warned, would
forcefully alter kin relations for Chinese families, and result in accelerated aging.... To
enforce a policy that is so extreme and unpopular for families who relied on children for
labor and old age support, physical abuses and violence would be inevitable....

China’s one child policy may have hastened a fertility decline that was already well
in progress, but it is not the main force accounting for China’s low fertility today. The
claim by Chinese officials that the one child policy has helped avert 400 million births
simply cannot be substantiated by facts. Most of China’s fertility decline occurred prior
to the one child policy. In countries without a forceful and costly policy as China’s, birth
rate has declined with similar trajectories and magnitude,

Comparaﬁve l‘ertility Rates*‘
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Document Analysis
1. In what year did China introduce its one-child policy?

2. What does a nation’s fertility rate measure?

3. In the first paragraph, how do the authors use fertilily rates to argue that China’s one-child policy
may have been unnecessary?

4. In the second paragraph and in the chatt below it, how do the authors use comparative fertility
rates to argue that China’s one-child policy may have been unnecessary?

5. Based on this document, has China’s one-child policy been a good idea?

0
©7012 The DBO Project This page may ba reproduced for classroom use S



China's Ones-Child Policy Mini-Q

Document C

Source: Jonathan Walls, “China’s one-child palicy means benelits for parents — if Ihey follow the rules,”
The Guardian, October 25, 2011.

Li Tianhao has just given birth to a Senior family planners say this justifies
baby boy blessed with his mother’s nose, his rigid restrictions, “The large number of peo-
father’s mouth and an impressive ability to ple has put very big pressure on all resources,
sleep through even the loudest disturbance. especially water,” said Liu Shaojie vice direc-

1t is a skiil the newborn will be fortunate  tor of the Population Commission in Henan.
to maintain as he has been born in Henan, “Over 30 years of effort, we have put in place
the most crowded province in the world's a systematic procedure for controlling the
most populous nation .... population, That has eased the impact on the

Yet he wiil probably grow up alone. environment. We are doing glorious work.”...
Although Henan last year became the first This policy was initiated primarily
province in China to register its 100 mil- for economic and education reasons, but it
lionth resident—giving it a population bigger is increasingly cited as an environmental
than any country in Burope~it also claims blessing. According to Liu, the population
some of the greatest successes in taming controls have kept sulfur dioxide emissions
demographic growth through its family plan-  down by 17.6% and [reduced] water pol-
ning policies. lution by 30.8%. Without [the one-child

This has not happened by accident. policy], he says, the average person in Henan
Henan is one of the most environmentally would have a third less Jand and a quarter
stressed areas of China with a quarter of the less forest.
water and a fifth of the land per capita com- ‘
pared to the already low national average. ;g;‘:;sl'{’:?;‘:ﬁ;gacm?;“::&:‘ﬁ&bg;'o‘:‘?iﬂg?}:?;c_

tion and Is a big contribulor i6 China's poor air quality.

Document Analysis
1. What is Henan? How is it significant in the discussion of the one-child policy?

2, What does the phrase “demographic growth” mean?

3. How much land end water does each person have in Henan compared with the people in the rest
of China?

4, What evidence does Population Commission official Liu Shaojie provide to show that the
one-child policy is “an environmental blessing”?

5. Do you think environmental concerns like air pollution, water pollution, and overcrowding justify
a one-child policy? Explain.

©2612 The BBQ Project This page may be raproduced for classroom use =



China’s One-Chiid Pollcy Mink-Q

Document D

i Source: Susan Greenhalgh end Edwin A. Winckler, Governing China’s Population, 2008,

Perhaps the biggest beneficiaries of the one-child policy have
been urban singleton daughters. Their parents’ only lreasure, since
the 1980s single daughters in China's cities have enjoyed privileged
childhaods little different from their male counterparts.... With no
brothers to compete for their parents’ attention and resources, ... these
teens have been socialized to value educational and carcer success
and provided the resources with which to achieve it. [Anthropologist
Vanessa] Fong argues that this generation of urban singleton gixls has
been empowered to challenge some of the ... gender norms that have
long dominated Chinese life.... In cities such as Shanghai and Dalian
young women today enjoy a marriage market that favors brides and
a job market with attractive opportunities carmarked for “feminine”
applicants. Indeed, some of the hottest and best paying jabs in today’s
globalizing social service economy (bilingual sectetaries, public rela-
tions, fashion models) are open exclusively to young women with
good looks and sex appeal.... For these young women, the one-child
policy seems to be a real blessing. '

Document Analysis
1. What is a singleton daughter?

2. How have urban singleton daughters benefitted from the one-child policy?

3. What does anthropologist Vanessa Fong mean when she says that urban singleton girls have been
empowered to challenge some of the gender norms of Chinese sociely?

4, Is there anything in the document that suggests that the one-child policy is bad idea? Explain.

61
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China's One-Child Palicy Mini-G

Document E

Source: Laura Filzpatrick, “A Brief History of China's One-Child Palicy,” Tims, July 27, 2008.

The one-child policy relies on a mix
of sticks and carrots [punishments and
rewards]. Depending on where they live,
couples can be fined thousands of dollars
for having an [extra] child without a permit,
and reports of forced abortions or steriliza-
tion are commomn, . . . The law also offers
longer maternity leave and other benefits to
couples that delay childbearing. Those who
volunleer (o have only one child are award-
ed a “Certificate of Honor for Single-Child
Parents.” Since 1979, the law has prevented
some 250 million births, saving China from
a population explosion the nation would
have difficulty accommodating.

But critics of the policy noie its nega-
tive social consequences, particularly sex
discrimination. With boys being viewed as
culturally preferable, the practice of female
infanticide—which had been common before
1949 but was largely eradicated by the
1950s—was resumed in some areas shortly

Document Analysis

after the one-child policy went into effect.
The resulting gender imbalance widened
after 1986, when ultrasound tests and
abortions became easier to come by. China
banned prenatal sex screening in 1994.
Nonetheless, an April [2009] study pub-
lished in the British Medical Journal found
China still has 32 million more boys than
girls under the age of 20.

The total number of young people is
a problem as well; faclories have reported
youth-labor shortages in recent years, a
problem that will only get worse. In 2007
there were six adults of working age for
every retiree, but by 2040 that ratio is
cxpected to drop to 2 to 1. Analysts fear
that with too few children to care for them,
China’s elderly people will suffer neglect.
Nota: Uftrasound s a technology that enables
doctors and parents to see a picture of tha fetus
whan It Is In the mother's womb. The fotus's gen-

der can be delected through ullrasound. Infant/-
cide is the purposeful killing of Infanis.

1. How are Chinese couples punished for violating the one-child policy? How are they rewarded for

complying with the policy?

2. What does the term “gender imbalance” mean? What are the causes of the gender imbalance in

China?

3. Imagine that you are a small factory owner in Beijing with 50 employees. Do you support the con-
tinuation of the one-child policy? Explain your thinking.

4, How is the ratio of working adulis to retirees expected to change in China? What problem might

this change cause?

5. How can you use this document to argue cither for or against China's one-child policy?

©2012 The DBQ Project
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China's One-Child Policy Minl-Q

Document F

Source: Jaime FlorCruz, “China copes with promise and
pariis of one-child polley,” CAIN, Oclober 29, 2011,

Source: Loulsa Lim, “China's 'Liltts Emperors’ Lucky, Yet
Lonely in Life,” NPR, Navember, 2010.

Note: An Internet survey of 7,000 Chinese only children betwsen the ages of 15 and 25 found that 58 parcent admitiad
1o baing lonely. A majorily also described themselves as being selfish, However, many anjoyed balng the "sun”
around which the family revolved. {Source: NPR, November, 2010)

Xino Xuan

The high cost of the one-child policy is
felt deeply by Beijing resident Xiao Xuan, an
only-child daughter of a college professor and
shopping mall manager. Xiao, 22, says she was
blessed with all the attention and resources
showered at her from childhood.

Still, she says, she had a mostly lonely child-
hood. “I used to cut myself on my wrist after
being yelled at by my mom and dad because I
didn't know who I should talk to or turn to,” she
says. “I was like that for aimost two years, but I
am very tough so I made it through.”

“I hate to say it but the one-child policy
should partly be blamed for some social issues
of youth today,” she adds. “It's been a ridiculous
government interference on family issues.”

She wished she had a brother or a sister to
share all the attention,

Document Analysls

A. J. Song |

A. . Song, 23, is the only child in his fam-
ily, which is from a small village in Guizhou
province. . . . He says he probably would not be
living in Beijing if he had to share his parenis’
attention and resources.

“I really appreciate [being the] one child,
especially from the countryside. . . . My parents,
they give me everything. I'm the center of alten-
tion in the family. My mother has seven broth-
ers and sisters; my father has six brothers and
sisters, Most of my parents’ brothers and sisters
have two kids. They are all very jealous about
me being the only child,” he says.

“If I had a sibling, I probably wouldn’t be
who I am now. Probably I'd still be in my small
village, getting married and having kids. If you
have more kids in your family, probably they’'re
lacking in education, lacking food, lacking any
kind of support, no matter emotional or finan-
cial. Basically, everybody is going to be aver-
age,” he says.

.. . Chinese research finds advantages to be-
ing an only child: They tend to score higher on
intelligence tests and are better at making friends.

1. How does Xiao Xuan feel about the one-child policy? What are her reasons?

2. How does A. 1. Song feel about the one-child policy? What are his reasons?

3. For a student writing an analytical paper on the pros and cons of the one-child policy, which is
more valuable—the two interviews or the Note? Explain your thinking.

4. Which only child, Xiao Xuan or A. J. Song, would you rather be? Explain your answer.

5. Based on this document, has China’s one-child policy been a good idea? Explain your thinking.

©2012 The DBQ Project
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China’s One Child Policy: Was it a Good Idea?

1. In your first group, was your document in support of or against China's one-child policy ¢

2. What specific evidence in your document led you to your answer to #1¢ (This is what you will be
sharing eventually, so please be detailed enough so that others understand this argument).

3. In the chart below, use the information presented in your second group to compile a list of pros
and cons of China's one-child policy.

PROS ‘ CONS




One-Child Policy Debate

Essential Idea: Evaluate China’s one-child policy. Does the policy effectively create the
intended outcome or do its consequences outweigh the perceived benefits?

Introduction:

Over the next few days, you will be working in groups to research and discuss China’s One-
Child Policy. You will be given some primary documents to start but will also be responsible for
researching on your own and pulling in outside resources.

What will happen:
1. Read the Background Information Essay for homework
2. Read and analyze primary documents in class
3. Sort arguments for and against China’s One-Child Policy
4. Work with a partner/group to present a structured debate over the essential idea listed
above

What will be produced:
1. EACH STUDENT will turn in a set of answers to their primary document questions
2. EACH STUDENT will turn in the debate outline form
3. EACH SET OF PARTNERS will turn in a bibliography

How you will be graded:

Primary document analysis questions: completed & information shared

7
Debate outline: completed
110
Debate Presentation: organized, thoughtful, used evidence and examples instead of just anecdotes
___120
Use of work time: group was on task, used time efficiently to create strong argument
5
Bibliography turned in: completed on time, in MLA format /
3

Total: /35



Debate Format Document
Name(s):

CONTENT

What is your topic?

What is your stance on the topic?

What are your three (or more) main points that you will use to structure your argument?

List and explain them below.

1.

What are some possible arguments your opponents will use?

How would you counter (respond to) the arguments listed above?

1.



STRUCTURE

Each team will be responsible for presenting each of the following parts, alternating between
the two groups, the groups will switch order after the break (the team that started will now
go second, the second will go first)

Introduction:
e A good introduction that gets the audience’s attention and interest in the topic
Clearly states position
Clearly outlines the arguments to support position
Concludes effectively

Argument Construction:
e Getthe audience’s attention
e (learly state your arguments
0 Support those arguments with reason and evidence
0 Give the audience good detail and convincing evidence to support your
argument
e Anticipate any negative arguments/attacks that will come from the other group

3-5 MINUTE BREAK TO ASSEMBLE REBUTTAL

Rebuttal Speeches: this will be assembled mostly over the quick break, students should have
anticipated some of the arguments and have some information/responses ready to go
e Rebuild your case
¢ Summarize how your position is superior and how the other team did not effectively
prove their point
e Conclude effectively

Conclusion:
e Summarize argument
e Restate points
e Convince the audience of the superiority of your argument
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