
Fiction, Geography, and Migration 

Dr. Kay Weller – UNI 

Grade Level (Req.): 9th grade 
and up 

Content Area (Req.): Human 
Geography, American History, 
English/Reading 

Unit (Opt.):   

Connections to Other Disciplines (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   

Time Frame (Req.): Varies 
depending on how long the 
teacher gives for the students to 
read the book. 
 

Goal (Req.): To read fiction for geography content. 
 
Objective (Req.): Students will read Grapes of Wrath, citing specific 
examples of the role of geography in the story in geography field 
notes. 

Materials Needed (Req.): 
• Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

New Vocabulary (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Anticipatory Set/Introduction [Inquiry Question is required] (Req.): What features in a fictional story 
gravitate towards the topic of geography? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructional Sequence/Procedure (Req.):  

1. Assign students to read Grapes of Wrath and write geography field notes from the book. There 
will be a minimum of one entry per chapter. This would depend on the instructor and the book 
being used. 

2. Make notes throughout the reading that must be typed and turned in. These notes must 
address the following: push/pull factors of migration, climate, economic geography, 
physiographic features, sense of place the characters had toward their place of origin and place 
of destination, human characteristics of place of origin and destination, movement, human 
environmental interaction. 

3. Have a Socratic seminar to discuss the geography and issues in the book. 
4. Criteria for Grapes of Wrath: Pick out pithy passages from the book and make field notes. The 

field notes are to reflect higher order thinking and are NOT to be simply copied phrases. Instead 
look for passages that develop a sense of place, ones where the script deals with human 
environmental relationships, region, and those dealing with migration/movement. Your field 
notes should reflect how geography affects the landscape, the characters, and develops the 
story line. 

5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   



10.   
11.   
12.   
13.   
14.   
15.   
16.   
17.   
18.   
19.   
20.   

Formative Evaluation (Req.): Socratic seminar 
discussion 
 
 

Assessment (Req.): Field notes 

Iowa Core Curriculum Standards Used (Req.): 
• Geography, grade 9-12: Understand the use of geographic tools to locate and analyze 

information about people, places, and environments. 
• Geography, grade 9-12: Understand how human factors and the distribution of resources affect 

the development of society and the movement of populations. 
• Geography, grade 9-12: Understand how human actions modify the environment and how the 

environment affects humans. 
• Geography, grade 9-12: Understand how culture affects the interaction of human populations 

through time and space. 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Common Core Curriculum Standards Used (Opt.): 
• Speaking and Listening, grade 6-12: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups and teacher-led) with diverse partners on specific grade level topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

• Reading for Literacy in History/Social Studies, grade 6-12: Analyze in detail a series of events 
described in a text and evaluate various explanations for those events. 

•   
•   
•   

NGS Standards Used (Req.): 
• How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, 

process, and report information from a spatial perspective 
• The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human population on Earth’s surface 
• How human actions modify the physical environment 
• How physical systems affect human systems 
• How to apply geography to interpret the past 
• How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future 
•   
•   
•   



 

•   

Five Themes of Geography Used (Req.): 
• Place 
• Human-Environmental Interaction 
• Movement 
• Region 
•   

School District Standards and Benchmarks (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   

21st Century Universal Constructs (Opt.):   

Other Disciplinary Standards (Opt.): 
•   
•   
•   
•   
•   

Other Essential Information (Opt.):       
 
Other Resources (Opt.): 

•   
•   
•   
•   



Use the following format: 

Put your name and ID # at the top of each page and type notes or use a separate small notebook 
and hand write the notes. 

04-24-00-01 (this is the first hypothetical entry). Give a short summary of what is happening and 
its relationship to geography. 

Chapter 1: Steinbeck creates a great sense of place in chapter one where he describes Oklahoma. 
He tells how the window lights could not reach beyond the yard because of dust in the air. He 
further explains how houses that are closed tight and even protected by clothes wedged around 
doors and windows that dust could still be seen in the air. He describes how it settled like pollen 
on furniture and dishes. The description gives a sense of hopelessness to the task of keeping dust 
out of the houses. The relationship to geography is clearly a sense of place but also gives an apt 
account of an arid climate.  

04-24-00-02 (this is the second hypothetical entry). Give a short summary of what is happening 
and its relationship to geography. 

Chapter 20: In this passage the camp where they stopped was described. The camp is simply a 
collection of tents and shacks. The shacks are made of roofing paper, moldy carpet, and rusty 
corrugated iron. They stop by a steep incline giving the reader the idea this might be a place 
where there were gullies caused from water erosion. The sense of place again is one of very poor 
economic conditions with little housing available. The migrants are being forced to live in 
unsanitary and what we today would consider 3rd world conditions.  

Continue with these until the end of the book. You may have many one day and few another but you must 
have a minimum of one per chapter. 
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